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NEW MEMBERS 
 

MARK ZVIRBLIS 
 

LAURENCE RALPH 

 
ANNETTE JONES 

 
ARNOLD FERNADES 

 
DOMINICA CONNOR 

 
 Welcome to all our new members 

 Who have recently joined.  
 

We hope your stay is both long and 
 rewarding. 

 
           

PRESIDENT’S REPORT,  

NOVEMBER, 2012. 
 
I’m Baackk!!!!!.   Well another month 
gone and another Open Day. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who 
helped or was involved with the Open 

Day very much as without your help 
the day wouldn’t have been as fantas-
tic as it was. 
 
The Opening was done by The Hon. 
Nathan Rees, M.P. who on inspection 

of our site managed to scientifically 
name all our timber behind the con-
tainer.  I was informed that the knowl-
edge comes from a past life. 
 
Also on our Day the Blacktown City 

Mayor, Cr. Len Robinson was there and 
he was most impressed with our Club 
and our endeavours.   But wait there’s 
more, Jim Buckley and Pat Collins from 
the Blacktown Workers’ Club also ar-
rived and had a tour of our latest 
achievements.    
 
A special Thank You to Fred deJong 
and Jack Kessle who remained at their 
selected posts all day in the kitchen 
and container, allowing others to pro-
ceed with other things.    

 
The day was a great success and eve-
ryone seemed to benefit in one way or 
another. 
 
Looking behind the container anyone 
would think we had cornered the tim-
ber market.   This will be slabbed and 
cut for the use of ALL Club members, 
so we need plenty of help in any way 
you can to assist the guys breaking it 
down as this will be of benefit to ALL 
of us. 
 
 

 
We have purchased Bob Jarvis’ slabbing 
machine and gantry for the heavy stuff. 
 
Another “ Thank You” to the members 
who turned the Chess Set.   The repre-
sentatives from Tempe School and stu-

dents were presented with the Chess 
Pieces at the Open Day and were most 
impressed.   Thanks again to those in-
volved. 
 
We hope to see as many members as 
possible at the Christmas Party on the 

16th December at Seven Hills RSL Club 
for our annual get together.   Please put 
your names on the list at the Club. 
 
Until next year, I wish you all a very 
Happy and safe Christmas and New 
Year. 
 
Bob Young. 
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:) HAPPY BIRTHDAY :) 
 
Wishing each of the following members a 
very special Happy Birthday, with many, 
many more to follow.  
 

DECEMBER 2012 
 

COLIN BAKER / JOHN CLARK /  DOUG COX
   

BRIAN D’ARCY/ NEIL GUTHRIE/ LYNN PITT
   

BILL HARTLEY /ALAN PHELPS/PETER RYAN 

 
CHRISTOPHER KEARNEY 

 
 RAYMOND SAICH /MANUEL SPITERI 

 
JANUARY 2013 

 
RUSSELL ADAMS / PAM ALLAN 

 
DAN AUSTIN / FRED De JONGE 

 
JOHN CONNAUGHTON / MARK DUNN 

 
ANDREW HEFFERMAN / LLOYD IVES 

 
BRANKA HEDGES / ANNETTE JONES 

 
JACK KESTLE / ALLAN KIRLAND 

 

GRAHAM MURRAY / ELIZABETH MALYSIAK 
 

SONJA RINGSTAD / JOHN SATCHWELL 
 

JOHN SLEEMAN / MAXWELL TANKARD 
 

CRAIG WENBAN / RUSSELL WERNER 
 

Last but not least .....KEVIN WOODWARD  

Thanks to  
Michelle Rowland MP, 
Member for Greenway 

for her continued   
support which includes 
the printing of this 
newsletter. 

Western Sydney Wood-turners 

Programme 2012/2013 
 
Workshops:    
These are the times you can meet your  
fellow club members and make use of our 
fantastic facilities to create your newest 
masterpiece, after all that’s all why we 
joined is it not ??  
 
Monday   8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
Tuesday  from 8.30am,  $5 
Wednesday  from 8.30am    $5 
Thursday  from 8.30am,     $5 
Friday Night  from 7.00pm.  $3 
Third Saturday  9:30—3:30  $5 
 

Next Club Meeting:  11th Dec 2012 
 
The club meeting is held on the second 
Tuesday  of the month starting at 7.00pm 
at Twin Gums.  
All members are welcome to attend. 

 
Maxi-days:    
 
Next: Dec 16th Christmas Lunch 
 
Please Note:  
 

No Maxi Day or Newsletter — January 2013 
       
Third Sunday every month from 9.30am  
Various guest demonstrators showcase a 
wide range of skills & tricks of the trade. 
Light Lunch is provided.  Cost $ 6.00 

 
Out & About: 
 
WOW—what a month !!! 
Also included this month are some articles 
that didn't quite make the deadline last 
month. 
 
OPEN DAY—24TH NOVEMBER 2012 
 
WHITE RIBBON BREAKFAST 
 
MT DRUITT HOSPITAL FETE 
 
LINWOOD HOUSE DEMONSTRATION 
 
See following pages for reports and photos 
kindly supplied by your fellow club              
members.   
A MASSIVE Thank you to all who have 

contributed articles & photos. 
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WHITE RIBBON BREAKFAST 
 
On Friday 16 November, Wendy, Paul and 

I accepted an invitation from Michelle 
Rowland to attend the White Ribbon 
breakfast at Blacktown International 
Sports Park.   
 
The White Ribbon is the symbol for      
individuals and organisations working to 
reduce / eliminate domestic violence. 
 
I personally found this a somewhat   
moving experience as we listened to a 
number of speakers relate their personal 
experiences of domestic violence.                       

We also saw footage taken when TV  
cameras accompanied Police when they 
responded to domestic violence incidents.  
 
The main points I took away from this 
breakfast were: 
 
Firstly. The human race is supposed to be 
the top of the food chain and the most 
intelligent.  However one has to wonder 
about this when confronted with what 
some humans do to other less strong  
individuals and children. Animals will fight 
and  kill one another but this is all based 
around the need for survival.                           
In the animal world it does not happen 
just for the sake of doing it or because of 
drugs and alcohol or because someone 
woke up/came home in a bad mood or 

because someone did not smile or did not 
do what they were asked immediately 
etc. etc. 
 
Secondly. The fact that far too many  
people who are perpetrators of domestic 
violence have either lived in a family 

where was or they themselves were             
subjected to domestic violence by a             
parent. It seems as if they are a product 
of that  environment and see this as the 
way life is lived. 
 

Thirdly. Domestic violence comes in many 

forms. It is not only about inflicting 

physical pain and injury. Other tactics 

include destruction of property, abuse, 

forced isolation from friends and family, 

deprivation (in many forms)  and etc. etc. 

                                      ALAN EIPPER 

 

 

EMPTY SHOES 

 

A memorial to  those 
who lost their lives 

this year to  

Domestic Violence 

 

Each one of the se 

items belonged to 

one of the victims. 

 

We  would like to 

thank Michelle for 

extending this     

invitation to  our 
club and raising our 

awareness of what 

help is available to 

those who  may be  

in  need. 



REPORT.  OPEN DAY SATURDAY 

24TH NOVEMBER 2012 

  
Good grief, what a week, it commenced on 
Thursday when familiar faces assembled to   
commence work. By an effort that would have 
made Hercules go pale in the face they          
converted our cosy but somewhat grubby club 
house into a sparkling display area. 
 
Friday continued with members finishing the set 

up and supervising the setting out of the display 
items. 
Saturday a last , now we can relax eh ?  
not likely, tents to put up , catering to                    
commence, sales desk to be manned etc,. 
 
When the public started to arrive they were 

treated to a large variety of items for show and 
sale with some display items only. There was 
also a display of hand crafts presented by family 
members.  
 
Sales while not outstanding were encouraging as 
were the sales of charity bowls. In addition to 
the  static display the visitors were treated to 
demonstrations of woodturning, intarsia, scroll 
work, pyrography and carving.  
 
Food and drinks were very popular and our new 
BBQ received a good work out as did the             

members doing the cooking. 
 
The official opening was carried out by the State 
M.P. Nathan Rees who was then presented with 
a small token of appreciation.  
Other dignitaries attending were Len Robinson, 

Mayor of Blacktown, Jim Buckley and Pat Collins 
representing Blacktown Workers Club.  
Unfortunately one of our patrons  
Michelle Rowlands (Federal M. P. ) was unable to 
attend due to family commitments. 
 
Throughout the day the lucky door prizes that 
were donated by the members were drawn on a 
regular basis and was a welcomed surprise by 
the winners. We thank all of those members who 
donated unselfishly for their contributions. 
 
During the day we were visited by                   

representatives from Trend Timbers,                        
Timber Bits, Hare and Forbes, Carba Tec                        
and Expertise Events whose support we value 
immensely and apologize if we have omitted to 
acknowledge any one. 
 

 
 

 
It was also pleasing to see visitors from other 
wood turning clubs and men’s sheds, I know 
they were made welcome by our members and 
I hope they were suitably impressed. 

 
Later in the day students from Tempe High 
School accompanied by Leonie the Secretary 
of the P + C attended to be presented the 
large “chess set” made by the club members. 
They were surprised at the size and were very 
appreciative of the how they were boxed                    
suitable for carrying and storing.                             
They indicated now they actually had them it 
enabled them to allocate an area to paint a 
permanent board for their use and thanked 
the club for donating the set to them. 
 

Despite the effort involved I am sure that all 
members who attended feel it was all worth-
while and some members would sleep well on 
Saturday night. 
 
I would like to express my personal thanks to 
the Monday members for their efforts in        

returning the club house back to normality. 
 
It is the general consensus of every one a very 
successful day where friendships were         
cemented the club activities were displayed at 
a very high standard with a lot of positive 
comments from visitors and the general public 
who attended. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE MEMBERS 
WHO TOOK PART FOR THEIR EFFORTS A   
MASSIVE TASK WITH NOTHING BUT POSITIVE 
RESULTS MAKING IT ALL WORTH WHILE,  

 
THANK YOU.   
       Steve Hitchcock.    

Bob Young & Nathan Reese 
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Natures Artists 
 

I was travelling home going west 
As the sunset was just at its best 
A large orange cloud filled the sky 
While a light baby blue 
Was streaking through too 
 And the whole thing was twenty mile high 
 
I stopped just to stare at the scene 
And every thing seemed like a dream 
The colours remained they changed not a 
hue 
No wind made it change 
And it seemed very strange 
As an eerie light washed over the view 
 
Then slowly the orange turned pink 
And I couldn’t let myself blink 
Then a hawk of some kind flew across  
Its silhouette perfectly framed 
Just as if the bird had been trained 

When he left I felt quite at a loss 
 
No camera was with me that day 
As the sun shafted through like a ray 
And the orange pink cloud didn’t stay 
Like the moon at beginning of day 

As I slowly just wandered away  
And the whole sky was turning to grey 
 
 
     Neil Guthrie 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM A VP. 
 
I would like to thank all members who have 
help me over the last few months. Wish 
them and their families a very happy Christ-
mas and hope the New Year brings all you 
wish for. 
 
Ken 

 
******* 

 

 

Open Day from my angle 
 

Before I go too far, I know Steve Hitchcock is 
doing a report on the day in general, this re-
port of mine is on certain aspects of the day 
which I want to highlight. 
 
Firstly, I must thank all the members who 
turned up on the Thursday and Friday to clean 
the club house inside and out. The place 
looked spotless. 
 
Thankyou to all the members who brought 
their items for sale and display in on the Fri-
day.  

This made a big difference on the Saturday 
when others things had to be done.  
The items for display table looked exceptional 
this year, we do have some very skilful people 
in our club. 
 

On the day, I would love to mention a few 
names who stayed at their post most of the 
day and worked hard for the CLUB. That would 
be bad politics wouldn’t it. I hope you know 
who you are. 
 
This is the first year when a lot of important  
people to the club turned up and I can hon-
estly say they were impressed with what we 
have achieved at the club. Hopefully this will 
lead us onto better things in the future, not 
only for  ourselves but for the community as 
well. 

 
All the members who turned up on Monday to 
put the machines back in place, a big than-
kyou. You knew what had to be done and you 
did it. It’s all back to turning now to make                            
improvements for next year. 
 
     Ken Vodden 
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Mt Druitt Hospital Fete  
 
The usual crew plus a couple of newbys arrived 
at the allotted time. Then el Presidento arrives 
with the trailer and obviously hadn’t had his   
coffee. Well anyway we set up and started a 
good day. There were lots of kids who required 
lots of tops. The weather turned out quite hot 
after a chilly start.  
  
As well as Preso Bob, we also had VP Steve,  

Past Preso Eddy, Manny Farrugia, Dave Mat-
thews, John Clarke, Ron Devine and someone 
else, who’s name escapes me                               
(should had written this when is I asked to) 
 
Mr Bean was in action with Teddy and water   

pistol, much to dismay of most of people        
present. Most not watch TV or go to the movies. 
A couple of scantily clad females had the       at-
tention of most of the males (young and old) for 
quite a while. 
 
The Charity Bowls sold well. We took about 

$190. Guess it is only fair as it will be going back 
there to the Children’s Ward in the future.  
 
Some where toward the latter end of the day, an 
official came and told us we had the most talked 
about stand. Which is only reasonable, we were 

probably the noisiest apart from the general    
entertainment. 
 
Ron Devine 

Linwood  House Demo. 

 
What a lovely day! 
 
Demo day at Linwood House. 
 
Ken with his better half Chris, David, John 
and myself Andy.  
 
This was my first time here and I was     
impressed by the well kept grounds and 
the old house. 
 
While we set up and demonstrated on the 
back veranda. 
 
The Rolls Royce Club displayed their cars 

and drank champagne. 
 
The BBQ with burned sausages and onion, 
other stall holders set up. 
 
All in all an interesting collection of things, 

glass, knitting, paintings, crochet. 
 
The potential customers came and went 
some spend most didn’t. 
 
All in all a good fun day with friendly barter 
and laughs. 

 

Andy 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT CREW 

—READY FOR ANYHTING :) 
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DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
CLUB MEETING 

11th December 2012 

Tuesday 7pm 

 
** 

 

SATURDAY WORKSHOP 

15th December 2012 
9:30am to 3:00pm 

$ 5.00 

Ph: Liam 0411 560 984 

 
** 

 

IF YOU ARE WISH TO ATTEND ANY 

OF THE FOLLOWING 

Put your name on relevant clipboard                                       
 

** 

CHRISTMAS PARTY LUNCH 

Sunday 16th December 2012 
11:30am to 1:30pm 

Seven Hills RSL 

$20.00 each 

Buffet Lunch 
 

** 

HOLIDAY CLUB WORKSHOPS 

 

For Club to be open ANY day over                          
Christmas / New Year    

 

MUST BE 

Minimum 3 club members 
& qualified convenor  

 

** 

 
CHECK THE NOTICE BOARD  

FOR OTHER EVENTS &  

TRAINING COURSES 

 

'Wagga Turnabout'  
 

Is a top weekend for those who enjoy    

Woodturning.  
 
Each year the event has attracted a few raw 
novices through to one or two of Australia's 
top turners, though most attending fall      
somewhere in the middle.  
 

It is a weekend where generally some 70 
“enthusiasts” get together to turn, to share 
ideas and share lathes. The organizers and 
those who have a lathe that will travel bring 
them along and share - this has usually 
meant that there is about one lathe per one 

and a half people. Those without the luxury of 
bringing a lathe simply ask an 'owner' if they 
may have a go ... I have attended many 
times both with and without a lathe and have 
found little difference between the two states 
for when not turning there are often chunks of 
time spent watching someone else turn or 
simply in an exchange of ideas.  
 
All equipment, including band saws and   
grinders are set up in the large hall where 
there has always been plenty of room.    
There is usually a sales area of lathe          
accessories, tools and project parts, also in 
the past wood for sale.  
Attendees should go prepared with their tools, 
safety equipment, ...  one or two projects in 
mind and the timber to carry these through. 
Any bought there is a bonus.  
 

The camaraderie is fantastic ,  a swimming 
pool is located right next to the hall,   and 
usually an 'excursion' into town happens for 
those wives not actively involved in the     
turning. At the end of the weekend an auction 
is conducted of donations of turnings from 

participants with the proceeds going to a   
worthy charity; and if you don't wish to lose 
that special piece made on the weekend go 
prepared and put up a one that you've 
brought from home. 
The three days away despite an early start on 
the Friday is a fantastic 'woody' weekend 
where you will meet many from the local 
area, south coast of NSW, Canberra and    
usually a good  number of turners from      
Victoria too. 
 
Have a go; share a car, the driving, the      

petrol,  have a truly great weekend and return 
high on ideas and 'how-to's '.   Anna Dawes 
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2012/2013  Committee 
 
 
President:       Bob Young      
    0408 760 131 
 
Vice-presidents:   Steve Hitchcock,  
    Ken Vodden 
 
Treasurer:     Paul Collins JP 

 
Grants Officer   Raymond Saich 
&  
Membership Sec:  
    
Secretary   Alan Eipper 

&  
Public Officer:       
    
Catering Officer:   Rohan McCardell 
 
Library:    Gary Hansell  
 

Editor:     Wendy Healy  
    healydesign@bigpond.com 

 
Trainer:     Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 
Shop Manager:  Brian Brooks 

 
Stores,   Graham Dawes. 
Equipment   Manny Farrugia  
& Maintenance:   Dave Matthews 
 
Please let them know if you find any problems 
with  any of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Welfare Officer:  Graham Murray  
    (0412 913 508) 
  
 
 
If you know that any member or their partner is 
not well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a 
card to be sent. 
  
 

  **** NEW SHOP  TRADING HOURS **** 

 
  MON - FRI    9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
    12:45 PM  -  1:30 PM 
  FRI  ONLY  7:00 PM   -  7:30 PM  
 
NO TRADE OUTSIDE THESE TIMES                   
  UNLESS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT.
   

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 

TIMBER SEALER   
PERFUME APPLICATOR 
        

 

Presentation to  
Blacktown Workers 

 
On Thursday the 29th November 2012 we       
invited a representation of Blacktown 
Workers to the club to say thanks for the 
grant money we received from them this 
year.  
 
Blacktown Workers has become very good 
friends of the club and we like to show our      
appreciation when ever possible. 
 
Two Directors arrived, Jim Buckley and 
Maureen Mackey, who were taken to the 
container to show them where the money 
was spent.    
 
After a chat they came back into the main 

club house for the presentation of a clock, 
by our  President who did the honours. 
 
All were very happy and hope we can    
invite 
them 

back 
again 
next 
year. 
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 Guild 2012 AGM Summary 
  

Outgoing President: Warren Rankin 
Outgoing Secretary: Chris Dunn 
 
New Executive 
President:   Hasso Constantine 
Vice President:  Ron Devine 
Treasurer:  Greg Crocker 
Secretary:         David King 
B H&E Editor:    Scott Rollo 

Membership  
Secretary:         Ken Sullivan 
Public Officer:    Warren Rankin 
Education  
Officer:             Warren Rankin 
 
Sothern Region presented a letter to the AGM 
Thanking the vacating executive for their efforts 
over the last year, etc. 
 
AGM Closed at 7.15 pm 
 

GENERAL GUILD MEETING SUMMARY 

 
Normal Meeting Started at 7.15pm 
 
The guild has requested information relating  
insurance requirements for example Value of 
Assets to be insured etc. to be provided before 

7th December 2012. 
 
The guild has requested that guild membership 
applications be correct with all the required   
information required filled in. 
 
Easter Show 
First Seven days of the show intend to have 
4 Demonstrators per day—not as yet selected. 
 
Entries for Easter Show competition are now  
closed for Offline entries, however Online      
entries are still open. 

 
Bankstown Club have paid the entry fees for 
any of their members who have participated. 
 

Please note:  

New email addresses for the guild  

 sydneywoodturners@gmail.com 
 
Please email David King at above email for the 
contact details for WSWT executive and guild 
reps. 

30th Guild Anniversary  
 
i)  Commemorative Tile Dropped 
ii) Shindig to be at the Cubby House 
iii) Activities etc. to be finalised. 
iv) Sub Committee to return with more     
        information on program for the day. 

v) What are the clubs prepared to budget     
        for the shindig? 
 Estimated budget between $1000 to 
 $4000 
 Approximately $2 to $8 per Affiliated 
 member 
vi) Turning jackets - Alternative to 

 “Woodies” being sought as they are 
 expensive and they seem to be less 
 enthusiastic about making them. 
 
General Guild Meeting Closed @ 8.30 pm 
 
 By Hand & Eye Guild Newsletter 
  Copies are now available for your 
 Review at the club house. 
 
 Our Jimmy Singh has contributed 
 his experiences at our club along with 
 a number of other interesting articles. 

 
**** 

Chess Set 
 

Over the last couple of months we have 
been working on a chess set for Tempe 
High School. We went through design 
stage, size issues and manufacture. 
 
This chess set request came from a lead 
from the Blue Mountains who has done a 
few of these over recent years.                      
This happens to be our second set and the 

way everything went was a really good   
exercise for our members. 
 
I thank all the members who took part in 
the project and it was a pleasure to see 
Leonie (Secretary to the P &C) and school 
representative come to the club and get 
presented with the chess set by our       
President, Bob Young towards the end of 
our open day.  Ken Vodden 


